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1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on December 1 , 2006. 

2. Claims 1 , 7-1 1 , 21 -44 are pending. Claims 7-11,21-41 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being drawn to a non-elected invention. Please note that the "status 
identifiers" of claims 7-11,21-41 should have been identified as "Withdrawn". 

3. Applicant's election of Group i, claims 1-6, 12-20 in the reply filed on December 
01 , 2006 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point 
out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as 
an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

4. The rejection of claims 1-6, 12-20 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph is 
withdrawn in view of Applicants' amendment. 

5. The rejection of claims 1-5, 12-16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kataoka (US Patent No. 4,518,675) is withdrawn in view of Applicants' amendment. 

6. The rejection of claims 1-2, 4-5, 12, 14, 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Harelstad (US Patent No. 5,073,287) is withdrawn in view of Applicants' 
amendment. 
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7. The rejection of claims 1 , 4, 5, 6 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sim (US Patent No. 5,41 1,678) is withdrawn in view of Applicants' 
amendment. 

8. The rejection of claims 1 , 4, 5, 6 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nercissiantz et al. (EP 0,903,381), hereinafter "Nercissiantz" is withdrawn 
in view of Applicants' amendment. 

9. The rejection of claims 2, 3, 12-15, 17-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sim as applied to the above claims is withdrawn in view of 
Applicants' amendment. 

10. The rejection of claims 2, 3, 12-1 5, 17-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nercissiantz as applied to the above claims is withdrawn in view of 
Applicants' amendment. 

1 1 . The rejection of claims 3, 6, 13, 15, 17-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harelstad as applied to the above claims in view of Sim is withdrawn 
in view of Applicants' amendment. 

1 2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/821 .923 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1751 

12. Claims 1 , 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rueter (US Patent No. 5,782,989) in view of JP 62081408. 

Rueter teaches a polymer scale removal composition comprising acetone , a 
minor amount of a strong base, and a minor amount of a hydroxyl- or amino-functional 
polar organic solvent (see abstract; col. 3, lines 20-23). An example of a strong base is 
alkali metal alkoxide (see col. 3, line 67 to col. 4, line 3). The polar organic solvent is 
preferably selected from the group of alcohols, glycols, glycol monoethers, alkylamines 
and alkanol amines (see col. 4, lines 16-18), for example, n-butanol and ethylene glycol 
monomethyl ether (see col. 4, line 23-40). The cleaning composition contains little 
aromatic solvents , and may contain N-methvlPvrrolidone in minor quantity (see col. 4, 
lines 41-48). Rueter, however, fails to specifically disclose sodium ethoxide as the alkali 
metal alkoxide. 

JP 62081408, an analogous art, teaches a polymer removal scale composition 
comprising alkali metal alcoholate (also known as alkali metal alkoxide) having a 
formula ROM where M = methyl or ethyl group and M = an alkali metal (see abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to reasonably expect the alkali metal alkoxide of Rueter to include 
sodium ethoxide because it is known from JP '408 that said sodium ethoxide is a known 
metal alkoxide or metal alcoholate which is used to remove polymer scale. 
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Conclusion 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lorna M. Douyon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1313. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Douglas McGinty can be reached on 571-272-1029. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lorna M. Douyon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 



